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Think Right:  The Story of Charles Page
A story for young children PreK through 3rd Grade
Copyright, 2021 Sand Springs Cultural and Historical Museum.  For educational and non-commercial use only.

This story is broken up into 4 days of stories and a review day for use as a week-long series of lessons.  There is also a 1-day option whereby the whole story can be read or told.

Choose student activities according to your students’ needs.  See the Standard-Based Activities are marked to correspond with the 5-day plan or you can choose ones to use with your 1-day lesson.  

The Beginning of a Dream – Day 1
“Charlie!” called his mother. “Come in now.  It’s suppertime.”  Charlie was startled by the sound of his mother’s voice.  He was having so much fun making buildings and roads in the sand.  He had forgotten that he wasn’t really in his imaginary city.  “Okay, mom,” he replied.  “I’ll be in soon.”  He took a last look at the city he had built and went inside for supper. 
 
Charlie was just 5 years old.  He showed his father the sand and mud city and probably told him all about the things he built.  “Here is the hotel.  Here is the bank.  Over here is the church and the school,” he could have explained proudly.  His father thought his son had a wonderful imagination and was very creative.  But some older boys came and knocked over the buildings that Charlie had built.  It made Charlie sad and angry, but he just said, “Someday I will build a city that you can’t knock down.”

Charlie grew to be a clever and creative boy.  He had all kinds of ideas on ways to do things that others just didn’t think about doing.  His ideas were often very good and he found imaginative ways to get things done.

But when Charlie was eleven years old his father died.  It made Charlie sad and changed a lot of things for his family. One day he found his mother crying because she was so worried about how she could earn money.  He said, “Don’t worry, mother.  When I get to be a man you won’t have to work. I’ll take care of you.”  (The first two sentences of this paragraph could be left out if the teacher chooses not to talk about death.)
 
In those days of long ago some boys, even as young as 11, had to quit school to work so they could help their families earn enough money to eat and to have a home.  Charlie’s mother didn’t like it, but she knew that she had no choice.  Charlie quit school and worked many jobs to help take care of his family.  He worked in a store, hauled timber, was a police officer, a miner, and more! Whatever he could find to do he did so he could help his family.


Show Picture 1 – Charles Page

Everyone noticed that there was something special about Charles.  He grew to be a kind and thoughtful young man.  He was big and could stand up for himself, but he also was always willing to help others if he could.
 
Charles grew up and married a woman named Lucy.  Even though Charles was very clever and worked very hard, he didn’t always make enough money.  He tried different ways to make money for his family.  No matter what, he always sent money home to his mother because he had promised to take care of her. 

Picture 2 - Charles Page’s Mother

But one day he found himself very short of money.  Charles was worried.  How could he take care of his own family and send money to his mother, too?  As he was thinking about it, he met a lady who asked him to give some money to help the poor.  Charles told her he didn’t have much left. The woman told him that everything that people have is a blessing.  She said, “If we are blessed with something, we should give part of our blessings to others.”  Charles decided she was right and pulled some money from his wallet.
 
Soon after, Charles found a new way to make a lot of money.  He always remembered that very special day. Charlie knew that he had learned an important lesson about giving. Charles, or Mr. Page, as he was now called, always gave some of his money (often 10%) to help others.  He believed that when he helped others, the good he did would come back to him.

Mr. Page became a very rich man.  His company found oil in many places like Taneha, Red Fork, and Glenn’s Pool (the town of Glenpool as it called today).  Oil was very important in those days because cars were just being built and needed gasoline which was made from oil.  People used oil to heat their homes and more.  By finding the oil in the ground, Mr. Page was able to sell it and make lots of money.

Picture 3 – Mr. Page’s 1st Oil Well

 Charles Page didn’t just keep all the money he made.  He often helped people if he learned that they needed help.  He had decided the best way to live was to “Think Right.”  To him, that meant using his blessings to help others.  Some people thought Mr. Page was crazy to help people instead of keeping it all for himself.  Mr. Page just ignored them.  He just kept using part of his money to help others.


Discussion Questions for Day 1 story:

· Who built a city in the sand and mud? (Charlie Page)

· How do you think he felt when the older boys knocked his town down? (sad, angry, disappointed, determined)

· What did he say he would do about it? (He said he would build a city no one could knock down.)

· When Charlie’s father died, his mother had a difficult time taking care of his family.  What did Charlie say he would do to help? (He would always send his mother money as soon as he was old enough to work.)

· When Charlie gave money even when he didn’t have very much, what happened? (He found a new way to make lots of money.)  Why did Charlie always remember what happened when he gave away a portion of his money?

· Charlie’s motto was to “Think Right.”  What did “Think Right” mean to Charlie? (To Charlie, Think Right meant that he should always share his blessings.)

Suggested Activities:  See Day 1in the Activities Guide.

Continue the story on Day 2.

The Beginning of Sand Springs
Before Oklahoma became a state, Sand Springs was just a forest of trees with springs of water.  Tulsa was just beginning to become a city.  There were no cars.  People traveled on horseback or in wagons pulled by horses.  Trains carried people around the country and took crops like wheat, corn, and oats to markets to be sold.  Tulsa and Sand Springs were very different than they are today.

But about the time Oklahoma became a state, many things were about to change...

Charles Page lived in Tulsa around the time that Oklahoma became a state.   He met a man in Tulsa named Captain Breeding who worked for the Salvation Army.  In those days, the Salvation Army was one of the few groups in Tulsa that tried to help people.  

Charles Page and Captain Breeding became good friends. Mr. Page knew that Mr. Breeding was a good man who also wanted to help people.  He often gave Captain Breeding money to help people who were hungry or who needed a place to stay.


Show Picture 4 – Captain Breeding and his wife

Charles Page told Captain Breeding about his dream to build a town where people could work and support their families.  He also thought he could start businesses that would give people jobs.  He knew that if he was successful with his businesses that other businesses would come to his town.  Businesses provide people what they need to live in a town: food, clothes, homes, and places to eat or have fun, and more. He was looking for land close to Tulsa where all this could happen.  

Captain Breeding thought Mr. Page had some good ideas and wanted to help.

Mr. Page bought some land west of Tulsa (the area now known as Sand Springs) to start building his town.  

He asked Mr. Breeding and his wife to come and help because he thought he would start a farm on his land.  

But one day Mr. Page learned that The Cross and Anchor Children’s Home was closing because not enough people could or would give money to help care for the children. 

So Mr. Page decided that he would build a children’s home on some of his land.  He also thought the farm would help to provide food for the children’s home. He had tents set up for people to live in until the buildings were built.

On one very exciting day, a wagon was loaded with the children from the home.  They were starting a new adventure.  They were going to a place in the woods where their new home would be built. 

On the way, they stopped to see Mr. Page. It was his birthday, June 2, 1909.  He called to them,  “How are my kids today?”  One little girl asked, “Are we your kids now?” Mr. Page said, “You bet.”  From that day on, children at the home called Mr. Page, Daddy Page.1

Show Picture 5 – Tent picture postcard, circa 1909 or 1910

Then Mr. Page and Captain Breeding went to work to build the children’s home and the town.  It was not an easy task. The first hard challenge was to carry lumber on a dirty and often muddy road from Tulsa to Sand Springs. As time went on, Mr. Page also built a water bottling plant and a dairy (where cows were milked and milk was bottled and sold).  Other businessmen built a cotton mill (where cloth was made) and a glass container company (where jars and bottles were made.)  

Grocery stores, hotels, pharmacies, flower shops, and many other businesses (and jobs) came to the town.  

Eventually, a train and streetcars ran from Tulsa to Sand Springs along the road that had first been nothing by a muddy trail.
.  
Show Picture 7 - Diary; Picture 9 - Making chenille fabric; Picture 10 - Street Car

1 See Source Material in Google Slide Presentation

People began to notice the town that Mr. Page was building.  Many more people moved into the area to work and start businesses of their own. Mr. Page sold them land cheaply so that many people who couldn’t have otherwise bought land could pay for it.  Sand Springs was growing and becoming a town.
 
The money that Mr. Page made from all his businesses paid for the children to have food and shelter and for people to take care of them.  Charles Page’s dream of building a town had come true. 

Break here for young children and use the discussion questions provided.  

Discuss the story:  
· Who was Mr. Page’s friend and helper? (Mr. Breeding)

· What did Charlie and Mr. Breeding decide to do for the children?

· How do you think the children felt when they learned they were going to live on a farm?

· What kinds of things did people need to live in Sand Springs?  (roads, streetcars, grocery stores, water to drink, etc.)  What businesses did Mr. Page build or help others get land so they could build? (water bottling plant, a canning plant (where food was stored in glass containers), a dairy (where cows were milked and milk was bottled and sold), and a cotton mill (where cloth was made).  

Suggested Activities:  See Day 2 in the Activities Guide.

Continue the story on Day 3.

The Children’s Home

Mr. Page had an office in his town now called Sand Springs.  He had an oak desk where he sat and did his work.  People came to see him all the time.  Some needed help.  Others just wanted to talk to the man who had built a town so he could take care of mothers and children. 
 
Charles Page didn’t just build a children’s home.  He remembered the promise he had made to his mother when his father died.  He took care of her all her life and then helped to take care of other mothers who needed help.  In addition to the children’s home, he also built small homes for women with children and helped some of them find jobs.  He also made sure they received milk and other items to make sure they could feed their children.

A big house was built on the hill in Sand Springs and was home to more than 50 children.  The Sand Springs Children’s Home did more than just feed kids and give them a place to live.  It also helped them have fun!  

Show Picture 8 – Pony rides at the Children’s Home

Every Sunday night, Mr. and Mrs. (Lucile) Page went to the children’s home to see “his kids.”  They often invited guests to come with them to see the place where many children were happily living.  There was a playroom, a schoolroom, and a library.  The kids could work at jobs around the home to make money of their own.
 
Christmas was a very special time at the Children’s Home.  Every child was asked what they wanted for Christmas and received at least one gift that they wanted.  There was always a big Christmas party.  “Daddy Page” was often there along with his wife, Lucile, and their daughter, Mary. Santa always came to visit and everyone had a great time!

Show Picture 12 – Christmas at the Children’s Home

Food for the party in those early days might be a little different than the food that we have on our tables today.  Instead of turkey or ham, the children might have had bear meat with chestnut dressing, opossum with yams, buffalo hash, duck, or elk with brown gravy.
 
Kids at the home had lots of opportunities to play sports, go on trips, and do things for fun.  Mr. Page even built an amusement park and a zoo for “his kids” and all of the people in Sand Springs to enjoy!

Boys were taught how to carve from a master woodcarver:  Nathan Edward Galloway.3 His woodcarving was known worldwide.  There is a piece of his work on display in the Sand Springs Cultural and Historical Museum.  His totem pole carving is on display at Totem Pole Park in Foyil, Oklahoma. He also made fiddles and sold them.

Show Picture 11 – Nathan Edward Galloway

Today the children’s home is still supported by a group known as the Sand Springs Home Trust.  They manage the money from Mr. Page’s businesses and use it still to take care of women and children, just like Mr. Page did long ago.
 
Charles Page’s dream made a special place in Oklahoma with a story that reminds us to “Think Right.”  To Mr. Page, an important way to “think right” was to do things to help his neighbors and community.  Do you think that Mr. Page was right?


Discuss the story: 
· What kinds of things did the children at the children’s home get to do?
· Who was Ed Galloway?  What did he do at the children’s home?
· If you were building a town, what kinds of things would you want to have in your town that people would need?
· What do you think about Mr. Page’s idea of building a town that helped others?

Suggested Activities:  See Day 3 in the Activities Guide.

Continue the story on Day 4.
Goodbye, Daddy Page

It was a sad day for the town of Sand Springs.  Mr. Page, who started the town, died from pneumonia.  Everyone would miss this amazing man who did so much to help others.  

Mrs. Page and their daughter, Mary were very sad, too.  But they wanted to do something to help people remember Charles Page.  Mrs. Page decided to build a library in his honor.  

Show Picture 14 – Mrs. Page

In 1929, a new library opened in Sand Springs.  It was made in the art deco style and gave children a place to go to check out books for many years.  Today the Charles Page Memorial Library that was built to honor Mr. Page isn’t a library anymore.  It is now the Sand Springs Cultural and Historical Museum.  The museum is a place to visit and learn about the history of our town.  It is also a place to see special exhibits.  

Show Picture 13 – The Triangle

Across from the museum is a bronze statue of Mr. Page.  Two children and a mother holding a baby are standing with Mr. Page.  Mary Page (Charles Page’s daughter) unveiled this statue in 1930.  Today the people of Sand Springs go to the triangle for activities, parades, and more.  The statue of Charles Page stands over the crowd as a reminder that we wouldn’t have our town without Mr. Page and his dream that came true.

Built during the 1960s, Charles Page High School was named after Mr. Page.  

Mr. Page is remembered in Sand Springs and in Oklahoma history because he did something very unique.  He created a town that we know today as Sand Springs. He thought that starting businesses would bring money to the community that would allow people to live and work. He also believed that sharing was important to help those who needed help. From the money he made on his businesses, he helped many mothers and children while he was alive.  Even today, Charles Page’s businesses are still making money and the money is still being used to help mothers and children.  

Charles Page’s dream made a special place in Oklahoma with a story that reminds us to “Think Right.”  To Mr. Page, to “think right” was to live right in ways that helped his neighbors and community.  Just like Mr. Page helped people in Sand Springs, we can help our community, too.

Discussion Questions:
· After Mr. Page died, what did Mrs. Page and her daughter decide to do?  (Build a library and place a statue on the triangle in downtown Sand Springs)
· Who is the man in the statue on the triangle in Sand Springs?  (Charles Page)
· Why do you think there are two children and a mother standing near him? (Because he helped mothers and children.)  
· How did Charles Page help mothers and children?
· What can we do to help people in our community as Charles Page did? (Support charities with some of our money – Sand Springs Neighborhood Association is one example.  Some people help through their churches or the Salvation Army.  There are many ways to give and help.)

Suggested Activities:  See Day 4 in the Activities Guide.

Day 5:  Reread or retell the story.  Ask, Why do you think Charles Page is remembered in Sand Springs?  Ask students to support their answers with information from the story.  

See Resource Guide for oral test questions to use in assessing the children’s understanding.


See Source citations on the Google Guide Presentation.















